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x> The following is another extract 
from the work we noticed, on our first page, last 
week. 
Athly. The next doctrine to which T refer you, is 
that of the Trinity, that there are three persons in the 
Godhead, of one substance, equal in power and glory. 
The Father, the Son, end the Holy Ghost. 
The evils resulting from a belief in this doctrine are 


great and manifest. Taught to pay its adorations to | 
three distinct persons, all whose characters are various 


the work of regeneration is performed by his power, 
and man is made pure and holy in the sight of God. 
Now | contend that it is not in human nature to re- 
gard each of these persons with the same feelings. It 
is a total and absolute impossibility. We may ap- 
proach the Father as slaves, but we can never love him 
as children, we may appear before him as a hard task- 
master reaping where he had noi sown, but we can 
never serve him as faithful and obedient servants. No, 
had mot the Son interposed, the human race would for 
ever have been banished from his presence, and horror, 
gloom, and death have reigned throughout the Universe. 


and contradictory, it distracts the mind of man, it civ 1 i. +, the Son therefore that the mind and the heart of 


vides his affections, it perplexes and confounds all his 


3deas. 


. . ‘ ° | 
teme erson 
Remember, it is not one God in one p | voidably turn. 


the believer in the doctrines of Orthodoxy must una- 
It is his arm which has plucked us like 


Trinitarians worship: t ords of the com- i. i 
that Trinitarians worship; to use the words {brands from the burning. It is his love for us which 


munion service of the Church of England for Trinity | 


Sunday, they worship ‘not one only person, but three 
persons in one substance. For that which we believe 


of the glory of the Father, the same we believe of the 


Son and of the Holy Ghost, without any difference or | 


caused bim to endure such horrible agonies on our ac- 
_ count. 
| wrath of the Everlasting. 


It was his Almighty sacrifice which satisfied the 
It is he therefore who claims 
-and will invariably receive the gratitude and affection 


| ofthe sons of men. Turn we then to the Holy Ghost. 


: 7 ~ . ‘a . { — a : Pi e 
imequality.”” In the mind of the worshipper of the Trin-| ¢/ arcely ever is heard among the Orthodox distenters, 


sty there must be three Gods. He commences his a- 


dorations, at least in our established church, by address- | ; 
ing a few words to the Father of all, but the eternal | 
Majesty is speedily left, and his warmest prayers are | 


uttered to the Son. The Holy Ghost receives a very 
smal! part of his intercessions. 
together, the Trinitarian then addresses the Godhead 
under the name of the Trinity. And to this Trinity he 
prays, by the mystery of thy holy incarnation, by thy 
holy nativity and circumcision ; by thy baptism, fasting 
and te mptation ; by thine agony and bloody sweat; by 
(hy cross and passion ; by thy precious death and burial; 
thus solemnly proclaiming to the world that it was not 
{he Son only who endured al] these things, not the Son 
only who died, but that the whole Trinity expired. 
And when he reflects on the meaning of his words, if 
he ever does reflect, what can be, what ought to be, 
his sensations ? 

It will not do to reply, that only one God is worship- 
ped, for we shall meet it with the question, why then is 
it ordered that on Trinity Sunday, the words, Holy 
Father, shall be left out of the prayer, and the Trinity 
substituted in their place? If the meaning, be the 
same, why the alteration? Unholy must the worship- 
pers of the Father only ever consider that day on which 
such a sacrifice is required. Recolject also the various 
and contradictory characters of the three persons of the 
Godhead. The Father is ever represented as envelop- 
ed in clouds and gloom. Morose and sullen he sits on 
bis awful throne, dooming the children of Adam to nev- 
er ending woe. Viewing him asa consuming fire, when | 
the Trinitarian does thik of him at all, it is only to re- | 
member the terrors of his wrath, the dreadful denun-| 
ciations of his vengeance. But the Son appears, cloth- 
ed in loveliness and beauty inexpressible. By his gen- | 
erous sacrifice of himself, death is carried into the re- 
gions of immortality, the Trinity is rifled to save the 
sons of men, the Son of the Father's love lays bare his 
spotless bosom, and the Father, the God of terrors, 
plunges into it his dagger, the atoning blood is sprinkled 
o’er the fiery throne of the Eternal, and the hot anger 
of the Almighty is pacified and appeared. Then the 
Holy Ghost comes before us, represented sometinies as 
the Father of the Son, and at others spoken of as pre 
ceding from the very Son whom he produced, and then 
again coequal and coeterns) both with the Son and the 
Father. It is his oflice to sanctify the children of men, 


Conjoining the three | 


jneed not search Jong for the proof. 
{born things. 


a prayer ascending unto him, and in the church of Eng- 
and the smallest share of the service is his portion. 
The worship- 
| pers have exhausted all their praises, all their thanks- 
| givings, all their prayers, on the Son, and nothing there- 
fore is left to be addressed to the third person in the 
Trinity. But, if he be equally God with the other 
itwo, ought this to be? Is there not a defect and an in- 
| justice here, which proves the unsoundness of the doc- 
,trine; the wood, bay and stubble, on which the mighty 
fabric of Orthodoxy is raised ? 

| The distress, the unspeakable distress, which has 
| thus been occasioned to many pious and virtuous indi- 
| viduals, no human tongue can adequately describe. 
‘Harassed has been the mind, and tortured the beart 
with apprehensions, lest, an unequal portion of prayer 
and praise had been given to the three persons which 
| constitute the Godhead. Knowing that the Eternal 
will not give his glory to another, man has been de- 
'pressed with the fear that he has slighted the awful 
Majesty of the Universe, and that the second person of 
the coeternal three has swallowed up all his adoration 


Reduced to despair, many a man has 


| Nor need we wonder at the omission. 


/and affection. 
altogether neglected the duty of adoration and thanks- 
‘giving, lest be should unwillingly offend, where he 


/meant to praise, and commit a grievous error, where he | 
intended to comply with the requirements of the gos- | 


Unhappily we 
Facts are stub- 
They speak with a voice which will be 
heard. The instance | shall bring, is one which must 
carry conviction along with it. It is that of the man 
whose praise is in al] the churches, the man who has 
emphatically been denominated the sweet singer of Is- 
rael, the Jate amiable and pious Dr. Warts. From his 
Solemn Address to the great and ever-bléssed God, ona 
review of what he had written on the Trinitarian Con- 
troversy, the state of the mind of this virtuous man 
may be more easily conceived, than I can attempt to 


pel. This is not an imaginary case. 


describe. 
‘* Hadst thou informed me, gracious Father, in any 


place of thy word that this divine doctrine (the Trinity) 
is not to be understood by men, and yet they were re- 
quired to believe it, | would have subdued all my cu- 
riosity to faith. But] cannot find that thou hast any 
where forbid me to understand it, or make thesein- 
quiries. I have therefore been long searching into this 


— 


divine doctrine that I may pay thee due honor with un- 
derstanding, Surely I ought to know the God whom 
| worship, whether he be one pure and simple being, or 
whether thou art a three-fold Deity, consisting of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Thow hast call- 
ed the poor and the ignorant, the mean and the foolish 
things of this world, to the knowledge of thyself and 
thy Son. But how can such weak creatures ever take 
in so strange, so difficult, and so abstrtrce a doctrine as 
this, in the explication and defence whereof, multitudes 
of men, even men of learning and piety, bave lost them- 
selves in infinite subtleties of dispute and endless mazes 
ofdarkness? And can this strange and perplexing no- 
tion of three real persons, going to make-up one true 
God, be so necessary and so important a part of that 
christian doctrine, which in the Old Testament and the 
New is represented as so plain and easy even to the 
meanest understanding ?” 

Such are the words of this excellent individual.—- 
They show the miseries of a thinking mind, when en- 
tangled in the webs of the doctrines of Orthodoxy. 
Happily for the peace of Dr. Watts, he pursued bis in- 
quiries; the mists which were before him gradually dis- 
persed ; he emerged from the gloomy horror of Calviu- 
ism, to the heart-cheering sensations and the heavenly 
brightness which arise and shine from the doctrines of 
Unitarian Christianity. They are the words of Dr. 
Lardner: ** Dr. Watt’s last thoughts were completely 
Unitarian.” 

None of the feelings I have described are expericnc- 
ed by Unitarian christians. Bowing down before the 
Eternal Majesty, they are at no loss to whom to ad- 
dress the homage of their hearts. Their thought are 
not distracted by different divine persons, claiming va 
rious services. To the one God, whose unity is abso- 
lute, they offer up their vows. They al] extol] him and 
him alone who formed all things. To that God who 
daily unfolds the golden portals of the east, and opens 
the windows of the firmament, who brings forth the sun 
from his chambers, and the moon from the piace of her 
residence, they address their supplications. Him they 
regard as the everlasting God, who is their strength and 
their refuge, the rock of their fortress and the shield of 





their salvation. They conceive that there is none to be 
compared unto him, nor is there any besides him, there 
is no other save him, and there is none like unto the 
Everlasting. His glory fills the Universe, and his pre- 
sence pervades unbounded space. His justice and bia 
mercy endure forever, his love is over all the works of 
| his hands, ° 
| And Jastly, the doctrine of Endless Torments can 
‘only be productive of mischief. 

I will not detain you by insisting here upon the iu- 
justice of punishing the descendants of a man for the 
crimes of their progenitor, nor of the palpab/e inhuman- 
ity of dooming them to horrible agonies for a criine of 
‘which they were. as innocent as the Deity himself. 1 
| dwell not op the inconsistency of asserting that Christ 
‘died not only for Original Sin, but also for actual sins 
of men, and for al) men, end yet that only a small part 
ofthe human race shall be saved. Such evident con- 
tradictions can only be productive of confusion im the 
mind of man, and pervert all] the principles of justice 
auc integrity in the human bosom. But I would ob- 
serve that the Coctrine of endless torments tends not to 
‘the formation of virtuous characters, but to the pro- 
| duction of vicious habits. If lam to be damned eter- 


‘nally for the smailest crime, | can be condemned uo 
longer, even for the largest and most accumulated. — 


| 
i 


| 
' 


























alone. 









But it uprocts all the affections and charities of human- 
ity—it destroys the love of parents for their offspring, 
and sheds its poisonous influence over every principle 
of the mind, and every feeling of the beart. 
you proof of this? 
stance, a circumstance which is quoted in the last vol- 


Require 
Attend to the following circum- 





ume of the Eclectic Review, with the most marked ap- 
probation. Hear it, ye Mothers, and-pause before you 
embrace or defend a system, which thus withers every | 
affectionate sensation in the parental bosom. | 

The pious mother of an unworthy son, whose miscon- | 
duct had induced upon her that species of decline, fa- 
miliarly termed a broken heart, sent for him to her, 
death-bed, and addressed him in this remarkable lan-| 
guage. ** My dear Charles, how tenderly | loved you, | 
is but too evident from the state to which you now see 
me reduced, and so long as | remain jn this body I shall 
not cease to love you, and to pray for you with alla 
mother’s anxiety. But the period is approaching when 





I shall hear the sentence of even your eternal destruc- 
tion with a majestic composure, and an entire compla- 
cency, arising from a feeling identified only with per- | 
feet purity and infinite rectitude.” 

l leave the feeling exhibited in this passage to your. 
deep reprobation, the unfortunate author of the ex-! 
pressions to your tenderest compassion; and I only’ 
hope that, when approaching the throne of the Eternal, 
she will one day receive her lost son purified by the 
corrections of infinite benevolence, and restored to her. 
embrace, worthy of her love, and fitted to partake of | 
her felicity. 

Such, my christian friends, are the doctrines of Or- 
thodoxy, and such J apprehend to be their results. — 
Compare them with the opinions of Unitarianism and 
their practical tendency, and judge which system ex- 
hibits the features of heavenly original. May we learn 
from the views we have taken of this subject-to consid- 
er virtue as the noblest distinction of man, and faith 
without geod practice as only sounding brass and a 
tinkling cymbal. And above all, may we each of us 
search the scriptures for ourselves, read the records of 
eternal life, and endeavor to understand what we pe- 
ruse. To the law and to the testimony, if we speak 
not according to them, the truth is not in us. 

I conceive ] cannot do better than conclude this 
course of Jectures in the words of the late Lord Bishop 
of Llandaff. ‘* We trust that God who alone knows 
what every man is capable of, will be merciful to him | 
that is in error. We trust that he wil] pardon the Un-| 
itarian, if he be in an error, because he has fallen into 
it from the dread of becoming an idolater, of giving that 
glory to another, which he conceives to be due to God 
If the Trinitarian be in an error, we trust that 
God wil) pardon his mistake, because he has fallen into 
it from a dread of disobeying what he conceives to be 
revealed concerning the nature of the Son, or com- 
manded concerning the honor to be given him. Both 
are actuated by the same principle, the fear of God, 
and though that principle impels them into different 
roads, it is our hope and belief, that if they add to their 
faith charity, they will meet in heaven.” Which may 


the Almighty, and eternal Jehovah, of bis infinite mer- 
cy grant. Amen. 


—at =D : 


CALVINISM. 


¢r-The following delineation of Calvinism is from Fox's 

Lecture on ‘* The influence of religious systems on 

society.” 

Genuine Calvinism is framed for power and perma- 
nence. Jt despises ceremony, and rules the feelings 
with arod of iron. Ithas all the energy of mahometan- 
ism, in its most vigorous days, but without those seeds 
of weakness which so soon sprung up in its prosperity. 
The perpetual modifications of modern Calvinists have 
deprived the system of much of the gloomy grandeur, | 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


stern consistency, and almost omnipotent controul over 
the mind, which belonged to it originally. Those ad- 
vocates have hereby shewn their own amiability, their 
respect for the scriptures, and the approximation of 
their party towards pure christianity. 
fered reason to step beyond her allotted province in 


| their creed, where she is treated as a slave, and em- 


ployed to do the druggery of completing and cement- 
ing parts, but not allowed to touch the foundations of 
the fabric. Calvinism is great only when taken as a 


whole; and then formidable because, on erroneous prin- 
1 


i ciples, and for perverted objects, it exercises so much 


the powers of the understanding,- and so completely 
pervades the mind with its tyrannous influence. it 


does not enfeeble or degrade but embitter, darken, and | 


pervert the soul, The effects of this system on society 
are in strong contrast with those resuiting from the 
milder and purer faith delineated in the last Jecture. 
The character of God is exhibited in different lights. 
It may be said by al] that he is supremely excellent, 
but the agreement is only verbal, for the details of this 


excellence display a complete contrariety. The op- 


| posite believers trace it in God as Joving all his crea- 


tures, and as loving only a part; as forming all for hap- 
piness, and as foredooming numbers to misery ; and as 
making us individually responsible, and as condemning 
and saving by moral substitution ; as forgiving freely on 
repentance, and as dispensing mercy only after a satis- 
faction to his justive ; as punishing te correct, and as 
condemning vindictively, and forever. Have these op- 
posite believers the same notion of goodness? If so, it 
is impossible, whatever be professed, that they should 
alike recognize it in their God. But if each believe in 
the absolute perfection of his God, their notions of 


moral excellence must be widely different, of that ex-! 


cellence to which they render their highest admiration, 
by which they form their own characters, and the imi- 
tation of which is the first principle of their reliyion.— 
So far as this dark notion of the Deity is unchecked by 
the native movements of the heart, the unequivocal 
precepts of religion, and the intermixture of better 
principles, it tends to form a gloomy bigot, miserable in 
himself and pernicious to others. 

And has not the notion that conversion from sin to 
holiness is am immediate and miraculous work of the 
Holy Spirit on the mind, which no human power can 
attain, and when attained, no human power destroy, an 
influence on society to be deprecated by the philan- 
thropist? Does it not produce presumption in some, 
and despair in others? It has produced them widely 
and dreadfully. Tow deplorable his state, who believes 


{in election, but is unconvinced of his own election ; 


and in miraculous conversion, which he cannot satisfy 
himself that he has ever felt ; over whose devoted head 
have rolled, in imagination, the thunders of Almighty 
wrath; who feels himself already fettered in every 
limb, and waiting for execution; with no hand on earth 
to aid, no pitying voice from heaven to speak the words 
of mercy andof power, the conscious, helpless child of 
depravity and of misery, of everlasting misery! Aud 
suppose this much desired conviction gained ; his eter- 
nal salvation is now secure ; he may, to use a favorite 
expression, ‘* fall foully, but not finally.’ How im- 
mense the distance between him and the beings amongst 
whom he lives and moves! © He is a child of God, but 
but they are the children of the devil; his mind is the 
iilumined and purified residence of the Holy Ghost, 
theirs the abode of total and invincible depravity ; he is 
clothed with the spotless robe of imputed righteousness, 
while their seeming virtues are but splendid sins. Alike 
as they may seem to human eye, there is the awful dif- 
ference of spiritual life and death, the favor and wrath 
of God, and an eternal destiny of joy and anguish. Is 
human nature to be trusted on this giddy elevation? Is 


this a faith which *‘ worketh by love ;” or is it not in! 


danger of becoming the source of pride, censoriousness, 
presumption and selfishness? 






They have suf- | 


Ta eC I) 


Not only is heaven supposed to be the peculiar inher- 
itance of the elect; and saving faith, the faith of Cat 


vinism more or less rigorously interpreted, an indis. 
pensable mark of election ; but earth is preserved only 
for their sakes, to be the scene of their redemption, 
calling and sanctification, and when their number is 
completed, this goodly and glorious frame of things is 
to be cashed to pieces like useless machinery, , 

** Thus shall this moving engine last, 

Till all his saints are gathered in, 

Then for the trumpet’s dreadful blast 


To shake it all to dust again!” 





WATTS, 

The benevolent feelings must be injured, and very 
much limited in their operation, by such theories. It 
{is not surprising, however it may be deplered, that they 
should lead to such views of the endless misery of othe: ' 
as are expressed in the following extract from the writ 
ings of one of the ablest defenders of Calvinism: 

** The saints in heaven will behold the tormen!s e: 
the damned. 


——— 


The smoke of their torments ascendet} 


up forever and ever! They shall be tormented in t},; 
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of ¢!) 
Lamb. So shall they be tormented in the presence of 
the glorified saints! 


** Hereby will saints be rendered more sensible how 





great their salvation is; when they see how great t! 
misery is from which God has saved them, and 
great a difference he has made betwee 


; how 
n their state and 


the state of others, who were by nature, and perhaps 
for a time by practice, more sinful and hell-desersing 


1 “17 > : 
than any. It will give them a creater sence of the won 
| derfulness of God’s grace towards them !—Every time 
oy look upon the damned, it will excite in them a 
| lively and admiring sense of the grace of God in mak 
ing them to differ. 

** The sight of hell torments will exalt the happi 


) ppiness 
of the saints forever! It wil]! not os 


a ce 


{ 
1 

| make them more 
jsensible of the greatness end freeness of the grace of 
| God in their,happiness, but it will reay make their hap 
| piness the greater, as it 


mS 


i} make them more sensible of 


. 
, 


| their own happiness. Jt will give them a more lively 
peeeem forit; it will make them prize it the more, when 
| they see others who 


under the same 


were of the same nafure, and born 
circumstances, plunged into such mis- 
ery, and they so distinguished! Oh! it will make them 
| sensible how happy they are! A sense of the opposite 
| misery, in all cases, greaily increases the relish of any 
| Joy or pleasure !" 

This passage, as to the spirit which it breathes, the 
system from which it flowed, or the effect of that sys- 
tem upon which the social feelings of our nature, Te- 
quires no comment. 


———_) > - Co 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Unitarianism in Boston. 


I very much regret that our learned divines, of the 
Unitarian School, are so unhappily inconsistent with 
themselves. I have attended the Thursday lectures at 
CHAUNCEY-PLACE, in this city, a number of times, and 
for the most part have been greatly edified with sound, 
learned discourses ; but there are exceptions of a very 
peculiar character. 

I have heard the doctrine of Universal Salvation as 
conclusively proved, by a course of refined reasoning, 
and lucid deductions from scriptural premises, as ] ever 
beard in my life. And it gave me no small satisfaction 
to be fully comvineed that the learned preschers who 
thus Jabored, fully understood themselves; and not on- 
ly so, but meant to be understood by their hearers. 

This day, May 23d, I have been made sorry. J have 


jattended the Thursday lecture, and heard the doctrine 





,of Universal Salvation and the Calvinistic doctrine of 
| Election and Reprobation united as one doctrine, 
| both condemned as false! 


and 
This was vet done through 
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inudvertency, no doubt it was so studied and so writ- 
ten and so delivered, as the preacher had his notes be- | 
fore him. } 

What can we think of such contradictory preaching : 


Wo these Unitarians really disagree so much? Do; 


some of them believe in eternal misery and others in 
Universal Salvation ? 
two denominations which differed more essentially, than 
Unitarians differ among themselves. 

One instance, in which the preacher to-day endeav- 
ored to represent Calvinism and Universalism as one 
doctrine, is this, viz. Calvinism and Universatism both 
teach that the eternal state of all men is fixed in the di- 
vine purpose of our Creator. This circumstance, the 
preacher thought, necessarily united the doctrines re- 
fered to. According to this specimen of puerile rea- 
soning, we may say, that Trinitatianism and Unitarian- 
‘em are one doctrine, for they both teach, that our Cre- 
tor will punish some of his rational offspring unmerci- 
fully to all eternity. Butt shall take the liberty to in- 
lulge the belief, that those learned divines, who have so 
ably held forth the doctrine of Universal Salvation in 
their sermons above alluded to, are consistent Unita- 
rians; and that those who contradict this sentiment are 
not acquainted with what they profess ;—And will con- 
clude this brief article by calling on some one to inform 
me and the public, who we ought to put our trust in, 
if we do not allow that our Creator has determined our 
eternal state ? H. BALLOU. 


———aD 0: 0 ae — 
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Short Sermons... No. 2. 


“* My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Mat. xi 30. | preached ! 


It is presumed that the words yoke and burden signi- 
fy service and duties, as these words are often used, in 


the secred scriptures, in this semse. As one instance | to get to heaven. Your way is too easy to be right, | 
We confess we wish to get along the easiest 
;scripture we read of man’s falling from an holy happy 
j state, into a state of sin and misery of which you made 
| mention in your sermon. 


of this we notice the following. 


congregation of Israel spake unto Rehoboam, saying, 
** Thy father made our yoke grievous ; now, therefore, 


If so, then there never were any | 
'teous are borne down, and broken to pieces with afilic- 


(ment to virtue, if the punishment of sin be in this state. 


| We know that the service of Christ is easy, and the ser- | 





| 





| 


We can inuke # suitable improvement of this part of 
our subject by contrasting it with some of the popular: 
doctrines of the christian church in our day. We are, 
told that the service of sin, and the yoke of satan are’ 
the easiest to get along with through this world ; for 
say our Rev. Doctors, sin is nol punished in this life ; 
therefore, the wicked glide easily along, while the righ- 
tions. Doubt not, friendly reader, what | now relate, 
for you yourself hear them say, that there is po induce-} 

r+ 


Does this harmonize with our text? Jesus says, ‘* my 


yoke is easy, (not the yoke of satan) my burden is | 
light, (not the burden of sin.) Our pious clergy have 
But what shall we think: 


{ 


certainly made a mistake ! 


vice of satan hard. We hear them say the service they | 


perform is a hard service and this is the reason they ex-} 


pect to be rewarded for itin a future state. 
} 


were to judge from the literal sense of their language, | 
we should suppose them to be in the service of satan. | 
But we wish We think that] 
sometimes men are so prejudiced in favor of their own 


lf we 


not to be uncharitable. 


creed, that they are blinded to common sense, and their | 
own experience. 

In a doctrinal point of view the yoke of Christ is ea- 
sy. His doctrine imparts ease, peace, and comfort ta | 
the mind. ‘* Come unto me, and 1 will give you rest,” 
are his words. Friendly reader, did you ever enjoy 
rest, peace, comfort or ease in believing the doctrine th 
partial election and eternal misery? Unless thy carnal 


| 


| 
' 
| 


} you treated it. = In 


ject of joy $ 


inay be out of the way, in private as well as in public, * 
thail submit to you a few queries, which [ hope your 


igenerosity, charity and good will, will not permit Jong 


to remain unanswered ; & they will also (I trust) cause 
you to forgive me for the Uberty which | have now ta 
ken; and as the strong are commanded to bear the in 
firmities of the week, ! presume your assistance will be 
granted. You undoubtedly recollect your subject in 
the former part of the day, and the m whict 
speaking of our Saviour as being 
as the light of the world, you confined it to 
Now it is true that unbelievers do not, 


mner in 


represente. 
believers only. 


‘whilst in a state of unbelief, experience the light of the 


glorious gospel; but does that make them any less 
the subjects of it?) Is not Christ the true light which 
lighteth every man who cometh into the world ? John 
Ist—and is he not the Saviour of al] men, especially o: 
those that believe ? Timothy 2. 10. And in speaking of 
the word darkness, you asserted that it was a word 
made use of in scripture to represent, or denote the 
punishment that would be inflicted on sinners ina fu 

ture state of existence, to prove which you quoted a 
part of the parable of the marriage of the king’s son 

Now, sir, please to tell me by what authority you carry 
this parable, or the meaning which it conveys, into the 
eternal world? I presume you also recollect your sub- 
ject in the after part of the day, and the manner in 
which it was treated ; you recollect, undoubtedly, you 
vere speaking of the atonement, and of its being a sub- 
and sir, if my memory be not treacherous, 
you spoke of the atonement as being infinite and com- 
plete. In this | understood you full well, for the words 
of our Saviour instantly occurred to my mind which 
were spoken by him when about to give up the ghost, 
that ** it is finished.”?> But then in speaking of sin, for 
which the atonement was made, you represenied that 


|} mind controuls thee, and thou art proud and haughty | as being infinite ; then arose this query in my mind— 


| thou never didst; neither didst thou then, unless, like | how can one infinite go beyond another? for | conceive 


| 


| 
\ 


the ancient Pharisee, thou fanciest thyself to be a pe- | 
culiar favorite of God. We, therefore, believe, that | 
these doctrines are not those of Christ. How ard! 


| must it be to sit in meeting and hear such absurdities | 


} 
} 


When Jeroboam, the | am told. 
son of Nebat, was come to Shechem, he and all the | possible way. 


How hard must it be to part with a friend | 
while believing thus! Thanks to Jesus, his service is | 


easy. 


We would thank a}] men not toattempt 


{to put a grevious yoke upon our necks, that we nor 


| 


our fathers were able to bear. ‘The yoke of Christ is 


easy, and, with God's help, we will strive to wear it; | 


| that_he did actually die on the very day in which he 


make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his} never troubling ourselves with the impression, that this 


heavy yoke which he hath put upon us, lighfer, and we 
will serve thee.’ It is evident that the words yoke and 
service here signify the same thing. 

We are now led to inquire, what constitules the ser- 
vice of Chris! an easy service? 1. Because it is a ser- 


vice of righteousness. Isaiah says, ** The work of righ- 


teousness shall be peace ; and the effect of righteous- | 


ness guie/ness, and assurance forever.’? Our Saviour 
says, ‘* blessed are they which do hunger, and thirst af- 
ter righteousness.”? And Paul speaks of the ** peacea- 
ble fruit of righteousness.’? These blessings of * peace,’ 
* quictousness,’ and * assurance,’ make the service of 





Christ easy. 2. Because it is the service of wisdom. | 


Solomon says, ** Happy is the man that findeth wisdom ; 


and the man that getteth understanding ; for the mer- | , 
confer a great favour on a 


chandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold. 
cious than rubies ; and all the things thou canst desire, 
are not to be compared unto her. 
her right hand; and in her Jeft riches and honor. 


peace. 
her, and happy ts every one that retaineth her.” 3. Be- 
cause it is a meek and lowly service. ‘ The meek 
shall increase their joy in the Lord.’? ‘ Blessed are 
the meek,’ &c. As the servant of Christ possesses 
these Christian virtues; so the service he performs, be- 
ing virtuous, is easy, end the service of Christ. It is 
pleasant also. Happy is the man who performs the 


same, As the service of the tranegressor is directly op- 


posite to the service of Christ, it must be a hard service, | 


ence we re “the way of fransgressors is hard.7 _. ee a Li 
Hence we read me way Cy trang with the volume of divine inspiration. 


‘ness to 


She is more pre- | 


is too easy a way to heaven. RICHARDS. 
ae ea 
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To the Editors of the Magazine, 

The following is a copy of a letter, wriften some 
time since, to our respective Pastor, the Rev. M. C. 
and as he has never seen fit to answer it, I now take the 
liberty of sending it to you, requesting, should you 


think it deserving a place in your useful and very inter- | 


esting paper, (the Magazine) to insert it therein ; hop- 
ing that some one of its correspondents who are ina 
habit of preaching in the same way will have the good- 
throw some light upon it, by answering 
the querie* therein contained; in doing which they will 


FEMALE ‘* INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH,” 
Rev. Sir, | have been for some time one of your atten- 


tive hearers, and have ever listened with great atten- 


. . ! 
Length of days is in. 


Her | |‘ 
| there have oftentimes appeared to me to be in your 


ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are, ; : ; > 
» % /preaching, great incousistencies—yet thinking, per- 


She isa tree of hfe to them that Jay hold upon | 


tion whilst you have endeavoured to bring from the sa- 
cred oracles of God things new and old. Although 


haps, my abilities would not admit of my fully under- 
standing you, or that my capacities were too inadequate 
to comprehend your meaning, | have endeavoured to 
get along with them as easily as possible ; though | have 
often felt in my own mind great dissatiefaction resulting 
therefrom. ‘The first Sabbath in March [ attended your 


‘meeting, and with usual ettention listened to what you 
‘might assert, considering you one from whom ] might 


receive instruction and information, and I trusted much 
benefit, as | considered myself very illiterate ; but there 


(were a Diuber of things that you suggested, which | 


could not understand, neither could | reconcile them 


Bat thinking 


Destruction and misery are in their ways; and the way | yon to be a nereon of talents and abilities, and one who 


of peace have they not known.” 


vill be willing to instruct the ignorant, and those who 


pe todo it in answering my gueries. 


ee eee Soe 


them to be co-extensive with each other, or like two 
paralle] lines which can never meet ; and again, 
how is it possible fora finite creature to commit 
an infinite sin ? for you said ** we were poor finite crea- 
tures.” This, sir, | hope you will make appear so that 
!can understand it. Again, in speaking of the trans- 


j gression of our frst parents, you observed they were 


But saith one, I do not see that you will do any thing | made holy happy beings, but hy eating of the forbidden 
| fruit, fell from that state of rectitude in which they 


were created. Now, sir, please to tel] me where in, 


You also mentioned that the 
ceath which Adam was to die was natural] death, and 


| transgressed ; now, sir, as you did not prove this so as 
to have it appear plain, I hope you will have the good- 
Again, in 
speaking of the transgression of the holy pair you, after 
observing that God was under ne obligation to make 
the provision which he did for man’s redemption, stated 
that had man been left to have redeemed himself, his 
situation would have been as deplorable as that 
of the fallen angels who fell from heaven to hell, 
for whom a Saviour never was provided, fer 
whom an atonement never was made. Now, 
thought J, where is your infinite atonement? eith 
|er | have a very wrong idea of the word infinite, or else 
|my ignorance prevents my understanding the manner 
jim which you construe it. And as this is a very impor- 
| tant thing, I hope you will be able to throw some light 
| upon it, for it is indeed difficult for me to conceive how 
any thing can be out of the reach of that which is un- 
bounded, and how an atonement can be infinite and 
complete, unless it atones forall. I hope your obser- 
vations on this will be extensive and comprehensive.— 
Again, | wish, sir,to be referred to that or those parts of 
scripture, which authorize us to believe that ever pure and 
holy angels sinned in the bright realms of unbeclouded 
glory, and were by the author of theirexistence sent into 
this world in the form of a serpent to deceive and torment 
to all eternity those beimgs which were made ia the im- 
age and after the likeness of God their Father. Now, 
sir, there was tomething in your prayers which J could 
not fully comprehend, for you prayed very earnestly 
for the salvation of all men, and then stated in your 
preaching, that there would be many who would ever 
be excluded from the joys of heaven,—now if you have 
not faith to believe that al] will be saved, is it not wrong 
for you to pray for it? for do not the scriptures inform 
us, that “that which is not of faith is sin ?” 
HALLOWELL. 








‘A Reader” is informed that his cemmunication is 
not admitted, because it is nota direet reply to H. 
Balleu’s answer.—* J. W.” to ‘J. BY****,” is received. 
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THE CHRISTIAN TRAVELLER. 
Lines composed on a Sunday Morning, and inscribed to 
my absent friend Lorenzo, who is on a journey. 

As ye christians move along, 

O’er the mountaine high and bare ; 
Merrily ye roll the song, 

Till ye reach fair Canaan there. 


With faith and hope, that cheering smile, 
The long, long journey they beguile : 
Through cold aud heat, and sun and snow, 
Ye sing, as ye to Zion go. 


As ye christians move along, 

Through the mountains bleak and bare; 
Merrily ye roll the song, 

Till ye reach fair Canaan there. 


And each a pilgrim by him near, 
Wedded wife, and children dear; 
Cheerfully descends the dale, 
Repeating oft the christian tale. 


As ye christians move along, 

O’er the mountains high and bare, 
Merrily ye roll the song, 

Till ye reach fair Canaan there. 


And blest be aj] the human race; 
O may no rigid priests * controul, 
in the bosom or the face ; 

The pure emotions of the soul. 


Thus ye christians move along, 
Through the mountains bleak and bare; 
Merrily ye roll the song, 
Till ye reach fair Canaan there. 
LAY PREACHER. 





* By rigid Priests is meant, those preachers who are 
forever proclaiming the unreasonable doctrine, that an 
elect number only, is to receive the benefits of salva- 
tion, and who thereby distract the bosom and distort 
the countenance. 


WERE NOT THE SINFUL MARY'S TEARS. 


Were not the sinful Mary's tears 
An offering worthy Heaven, 

When o‘er the faults of former years 
She wept—and was forgiven ?>— 


When, bringing every balmy sweet 
Her day of luxury stor’d, 

She o’er her Saviour’s hallowed feet 
The precious perfume pour’d,— 


And wip’d them with that golden hair, 
Where once the diamond shone, 

Though now those gems of grief were there 
Which shine for God alone! 


Were not those sweets so humbly shed— 
That hair—those weeping eyes— 

And the sunk heart, that inly bled— 
Heav’n’s noblest sacrifice? 


Thou, that hast slept in error’s sleep, 
Oi! would’st thou wake in heaven, 
Like Mary kneel, like Mary weep, 
** Love much*,” and be forgiven! 
MOORE. 





* ‘+ Wherefore, I say unto thee, her sins, which are 
miany, are forgiven ; for she loved much.” 


LUKE vii 47. 
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A SOLEMN APPEAL 

To all who believe in Eternal Misery, and unwarran- 
;tably oppose the doctrine of Universal Salvation by 
saying, ‘It is a good doctrine fo live by, Lut not to 
,dte by.” 
The above proverbial expression, so much used by 
| the opposi(mnists, has been heretofore sufficiently re- 


tion, but for the sole purpose of corroborating the state- 
ment, that it is a false, a wanton, and untenable asser- 


out any further introduction or apology of my views in 
writing this communication, | will enter directly upon 
the subject, and state a particular case for considera- 
tion, and close with afew brief observations. But, 
however, I wish it to be understood by all throughout, 
thatthis case which is mentioned, is not selected by me 
on account of affectation or ostentatious motives; but 
because it is one which I can depend and rely upon as 
to its authenticity in every respect. The person was 
one whom I was well acquainted with ina state of 
health, relative to her religious views, as well as ina 
state of extreme sickness-—-even unto death—yea, it 
was the dear partner of my youth—she lived for a con- 
i siderable time of her Jife a firm and undeviating believer 
\ in the doctrine of Universal Salvation—and as such, she 





‘died! She found her belief was well calculated to' 
| carry her out of (ime into eternity; her heart was fixed | 


\on God, she seemed to have correct views of God's 
‘adorable and infinite perfections, found that he was a 
present help in trouble and a being full of love, mercy, 
compassion, gracious and plenteous in redemption to- 


and peace of mind, were the promises of God, which 
inspired and invigorated her mind, ihat soon all the hu- 
man family with her friends, would follow her and be- 
come happy subjects of God’s throne, in singing that 
new and everlasting song of redeeming love, never to 
part again. She did not consider that God was such a 
vindictive and revengeful Being, as ever to separate 
eternally, any of his intelligent offspring—this thought, 
she said, was calculated to blast all her hopes, joys, and 
beauties of religion. Her mind was fixed on God for 
lasting peace, not on the terrors of eternal torments.— 
The vain imaginations, false creeds, and superstitious 
dogmas of par/ial and illiberal men did not disturb her ; 
she looked to a higher power for consolation—she 
could say, in the words of the prophet Isaiah xxvi 3, 
** Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee; because he trusteth in thee.” 

To conclude with a few observations. Opposers to 
Unirersalism seem quite inveterate against the princi- 
ples of the doctrine, because it is too pleasing and good 
tobe true. ‘‘ A good doctrine to live by,” they say, 
‘** but not to die by.”? Now because a doctrine is vir- 
tually good, it appears by this, that it does not answer 
so valuable a purpose as though it was bad. According 
to this, it appears that a doctrine must be bad in order 
fora person to die happy. Thus, ‘ta bad doctrine to 
live by, is a good one to die by.’? Now, I would ask, 
why is there so many instances of terror and alarm on 
a dying bed of those who have believed in endless mis- 
ery? For it canaot be denied but what this doctrine is 
bad enough. For 1 candidly think there is no doctrine 
on earth, if terreris needful for a dying person, any 
better calculated to produce that effect, than the Or- 
thodox doctrine of the present day! It is an undenia- 
ble as well as a lamentable fact, that the sentiment of 
endless punishment, is a bad and pernicious doctrine— 
itis neither fit to live by nor to die by, as to giving any 
real comfort to the mind ; but ought to be condemned 
_as a blasphemous and God-cishonoring tenet! ! It robs 
God of that honor and glory which are his due :— 
it blasts the character of our Lord and Saviour, who 
came down from heaven to do the will of his Father, 
sand said, ‘It is finished.’ It is no wonder at all, when 








fated, and is not presented now fora particular refuta- | 


tion of those who wish to reject universalism ! With- | 


wards her, and what added more to her consolation | 


‘we consider the fendency of the Calvinistic creed, that 
i people lave so many fears of dying, have so many anx- 
lious feelings about the terrors of the Lord, and do not 
‘know much, only what is preached from the pulpit bya 
,set of enthusiastic zealots of religion. How natural it 
‘is for people of all descriptions to feel timid and even 
.shudder at the sight of any fierce wild beast. People 
are taught from their infancy, that if any sbould hap- 
pen to fall within reach of these voracious beasts, they 
‘would become a prey to them, torn, mangled, and de- 


1 voured without mercy! When we know this to to be 

‘the nature and disposition of many wild beasts, if they 
‘are any where near us, we dread and fear them. It is 
, nothing that we can do to pacify them, in order to meet 
_ them alive, peaceably ; the only method to avert their 
| grasp, is to shun them in keeping out o; their view.— 
' Now can it be said that we love such hideous beings in 


j any way, as to reverence and worship them? No! it is 


{impossible. ‘Then, I ask, why have we net the same 
'good reason, allowing the Calvinistic doctrine to be 
| true, not to love and reverence God any more than the 
wild beasts—for is not God’s nature and disposition, 
‘according to Calvin, as bad as they are? Yes. For what 
beast is there in nature that will punish wnmercifully a 
‘great portion of its own offpring to all eternity ?— 
| Does the bold lion, or fierce tiger, &c. destroy theiz 
| own offspring for the purpose of punishing them to an 
.endlest duration? Is it not unnatural in all the princi- 
| ples of nature to see (hings go on in this way? Now, I 
| would seriously ask again, can it be possible that a Su- 
preme Being, infinite in every attribute, and does al] 
his pleasure, for our good and his glory, should be the 
only Being in the universe that would inflict eterna! 
punishment? I say for one it is utterly impossible !— 
: yes, impossible !—without it can be proved from scrip 

ture that he is a Being different from what he is there 
represented. J] defy any one who believes in eterna) 
punishment to prove it according to the character of 
God, for he is a good, holy, and lovely Being. ‘There 

fore, let us love him as a Being who is good to ail, and 
whose tender mercies are over all his works; then we 
are fit to live and praise him for bis goodness and mer- 
cy, then we shall have that peace when we die that 
the world can neither give nor take away through the 
merits of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


a © * 2% ¢ , 
Middleboro’, April 24, 1822. 
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